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Simcoe County District School Board
PENETANGUISHENE SECONDARY SCHOOL
Course Outline

Geography: CGR4M 






      Instructor: K. Brooks
This course investigates the complexity and fragility of ecosystems and the pressures human activities place on them.  Students will examine ecological processes, the principles of sustainability, and the strategies for resource management, with a focus on the challenges of environmental degradation and resource depletion.  Students will use geotechnologies and skills of geographic inquiry to explain and evaluate various approaches to achieving a more sustainable relationship between people and their environment.

Your final mark will be calculated based on the Ministry of Education’s Achievement Chart for the course as follows:

Knowledge and Understanding: 
25%

Thinking: 



25%

Communication: 


25%

Application: 



25%

70% of the final mark will be based on work completed throughout the course, including tests, oral presentations, and a variety of written assignments and projects.  This grade will reflect the most consistent level of achievement shown throughout the course, although special consideration MAY be given to more recent evidence of achievement.  

30% of the final mark will be based on the final course examination.

CGR4M Curriculum and Concepts

	Unit
	Possible Topics
	Culminating Task

	Environmental Systems and Cultural Beliefs

	-Components of the Earth

-Earth’s Systems

-Ecosystems

-Earth’s Cultures 
	Environmental Interview with an Elder

	Human-Environment Interactions

	-Circle of Life

-Humans Affecting the Environment

-The Environment Affecting Humans

-Ecological Footprint
	Environmental Activity Book

	Environmental Assessment and Protection

	-Environmental Issues

-Impact Assessment

-Environmental Protection

-Understanding Wilderness
-Local Issues and Management
	Eco-Leadership Initiatives

	Local-Global Connections

	-Defining Sustainability

-Local to Global

-Differing Viewpoints

-Achieving Sustainability
	Eco-Self Essay

	Final Evaluation

	-Course Review
	Final Examination (worth 30% of the final mark)


In addition to each unit’s culminating assessment task, students will be required to complete daily assignments as they are assigned.  A number of other assessment and evaluation methods may apply, including, but not limited to:

-powerpoint presentations

-media displays


-group assignments

-writing assignments


-debates


-essays

-oral presentations


-individual responses

-research reports

-quizzes, tests, exams


-community projects

-class discussions
