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Simcoe County District School Board
PENETANGUISHENE SECONDARY SCHOOL
Course Outline

English: NBE3U







      Instructor: K. Brooks

This course emphasizes the development of literacy, critical thinking, and communication skills through the study of works in English by Canadian and Aboriginal writers. Through the analysis of literary texts and media works, students will develop an appreciation of the wealth and complexity of Canadian and Aboriginal writing. Students will also conduct research and analyse information gathered; write persuasive and literary essays; and analyse the relationship between media forms and audiences. An important focus will be the further development of students’ understanding of English-language and conventions.

Your final mark will be calculated based on the Ministry of Education’s Achievement Chart for the course as follows:

Knowledge and Understanding: 
20%

Thinking: 



30%

Communication: 


30%

Application: 



20%

70% of the final mark will be based on work completed throughout the course, including tests, oral presentations, and a variety of written assignments and projects.  This grade will reflect the most consistent level of achievement shown throughout the course, although special consideration MAY be given to more recent evidence of achievement.  Close to 20% of this mark will be based upon an Independent Novel Study (INS) project that will focus on a novel chosen by the student.

30% of the final mark will be based on the final evaluation. The 30% final evaluation has two components, each worth 15%: the course examination and an in-class essay.  

NBE3U Curriculum and Concepts

	Topic
	Possible Texts
	Possible Evaluation Methods

	Short Literature
	-various short stories from numerous sources, with a focus on Canadian and Aboriginal authors

-magazine pieces, essays, current events
	-writing assignments

-discussions

-group seminars

-tests

-essay writing

	Drama
	-“The Tempest” by Shakespeare


	-quizzes

-debates / dramatizations

-essay writing

-tests

	Novel Study
	-Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
	-writing assignments

-discussions

-literature circles

-group seminars

-tests

-essay writing

	Semi-Independent Novel Study
	-Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood


	-writing assignments

-media projects

-discussions

-essay writing

-tests

	Independent Novel Study 

(non-fiction)
	-independent reading texts

(environmental or Aboriginal theme)
	-media projects

-writing assignments / reflective journals

-presentation

	Final Evaluation


	-Examination
	-in-class (essay)

-final


